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{PRESENTED TO PARLIAMENT BY COMMAND OF HER MAJESTY.) 



REPORT of the President of the Queen’s College, Belfast, to the 
Lord Lieutenant. 

My Lord, Queen’s College, Belfast, 1 May 1850. 

Regarding the instructions of your Excellency on the subject of the attendance 
of the Students of Queen’s College, Belfast, on their religious duties, commu- 
nicated to me by a letter of Mr. Redington, dated the 13th of February last, 
I have the honour of reporting, that before the receipt of the letter of the Under- 
secretary I had taken the necessary steps, in accordance with the statutes of the 
College, for affording to each Dean appointed by your Excellency the spiritual 
supervision of the Students residing in the licensed boarding-houses. 

Your Excellency having considered this important subject in all its bearings, 
and having, through Mr. Redington, expressed your desire that an opportunity 
should be afforded even to the Students who reside with their parents or guardians, 
or with friends approved of by those parents or guardians, of attending on the 
religious instructions of the Deans of their respective denominations, I took care 
to make your Excellency’s wish known, both to the Reverend Dr. Cooke and 
Dr. Murphy, and to the Students, at a general meeting called by me for the purpose. 
I have now the gratification of acquainting your Excellency with the satisfactory 
result which has attended this extension of privilege. 

A considerable number, indeed almost all, of the Students who are under 
parental government, and who regularly wait on the ministration of their own 
clergymen, have availed themselves of the opportunity of attending the stated 
lectures of the Reverend Deans, and have not hesitated to unite with the Students 
of the licensed boarding-houses in the religious instruction at which it is the 
prescribed duty of the latter to be present. In giving effect to your Excellency’s 
desires, I was careful to observe the directions issued to me by your Excellency, 
that parental authority and the rights of particular ministers and congregations 
should not be infringed on, and I am certain that the absence of all coercion in a 
matter so sacred, and yet so essential, has produced the best possible results. The 
Students of the licensed boarding-houses are by statute brought under strict 
religious supervision ; on the part of the other Students a general desire is now 
voluntarily expressed, and practically carried out, to participate to the full in the 
advantages enjoyed by their fellow Students of the licensed boarding-houses. 
I have remarked with satisfaction that the Deans of Residences prescribe portion's 
of reading and subjects of an exequetual nature for composition, to which the 
young men can appropriately and with great advantage attend on the Lord’s days 
during their hours of retirement from Divine Worship. If I may speak as a 
Clergyman and a father, having a son who voluntarily engages in these exercises, 
I regard this arrangement as highly important and beneficial : on the whole, I am 
warranted in saying that, under the instructions and arrangements of your 
Excellency, I have been enabled to combine a perfect observance of the rights 
of conscience with strict and effectual religious supervision. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) P. Skuldham Henry. 
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REPORT of the President of the Queen’s Coliege, Galway, to the 
Lord Lieutenant. 

Sir, Queen’s College, Galway, 1 May 1850. 

I HAD the honour to receive your letter of the 13th of last February, statino- 
the wish of the Lord Lieutenant to know what means had been adopted at the 
Queen’s College, Galway, for providing religious instruction for those Students 
who reside with their parents and guardians, and who do not fall under that com- 
plete religious supervision which is given to the Deans of Residence over those 
Students who reside in the licensed boarding-houses. 

X have to apologize for not sooner replying to your letter; but X considered that 

I should more completely meet his Excellency’s wishes by postponing my answer 
until I could give a more accurate statement, not only of the measures we have 
adopted, but ot the manner in which they work. 

Very soon after the opening of theGalway College, inNovember last, it appeared 
to us advisable that some arrangement should be made to provide religious in- 
struction for those Students who reside with persons to whom they were con- 
signed by their parents particularly as this class comprised a large number of 
the Students, boarding-houses of sufficient respectability and sufficiently moderate 
prices not having been yet established. Before the end of the first term in De- 
cember, we had arranged with the Deans of Residences to give religious instruc- 
icn on one day m the week to all the Students, whether resident in boarding- 
houses or not; and, at the commencement of the second session, the President 
announced the arrangements to the Students, and urged them by all the means in 
his power to avail themselves of them. * 

I am glad to inform you that the wishes of the President and the Council have 
been fully responded to by the Students of every persuasion, and I cannot better 
explain the satisfactory manner in which the system works, ihan by laying before 

of the i ™7 be le - ters whlch . 1 have received from the Deans^^ oi Rfsidence 
of the several persuasions, reporting on the manner in which the Student, h 

attended their religious teaching, and baveco“dihemselve‘gen!mn y ^ 

as Mow"- ” d MitChe11 ’ ‘ he R ° man Catholic Residences, writes 

1 “ Sir, . 

pmdto^regniations and arrangements 

have 'made to ^Qiomwd’horan^ce last ™l\earf *** ^ 1 

Studenh ibehaved pelves in a 

aware, from economical motives, toretid^ i^private fodrin^7 t h ndu 7v ’ “ you are 
to be no less objects of my care and I have^ce , . f in ? s .’ fj 1686 1 have thought 
time. I am enabled to Ytate ' tLat “ wi* ^ three ex ? V1Med , the “. fr °” to 
(which I made allowance for, as indeed the circumstanri^fVr** a Sm § Ie lnstance 
the Students in private lodgings have conducted CaSeS demaDded )> 

SSSWS£ 1 » £ 

patent td ; h u e n S ‘m entSW , h ° 

co^mg with the egress and earned 

“ 4. Since 
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“ 4. Since I suggested to you the propriety of giving all the Students religious 
instruction on one day each week, which you kindly enable me to do, I have had 
the satisfaction to see the Catholic Students attend my instructions regularly, and 
indeed anxiously. T have taken notes of their attendance, and I find they have 
been generally present, except when prevented by some reasonable cause ; I have 
on some of these occasions interrogated them, and was quite pleased with their 
answering. 

“5. Some of the Students whom I found to require special instruction, I have 
called to my residence for the purpose, in order to prepare them for the Sacra- 
ments, or their first Communion. 

“ 6. As no arrangements could have been heretofore conveniently made for the 
attendance of the Catholic Students at Divine Worship on Sundays and holydays 
of obligation, I have no means of stating, on this subject, anything further than 
that, from inquiries I have made, and the spirit they evince, I do not believe that 
any one of them would absent himself from a duty so imperative by the precepts 
of the Catholic Church. 

“ I have, &c. 

(signed) “ G. Mitchell , 

“ Edward Berwick, Esq., Dean of Residences.” 

&c. &c. &c.” 



The Reverend Mr. Treanor, the Protestant Dean of Residences, thus writes : — 

“ Dear Mr. President, Galway, 3 April 1850. 

“ I received your letter on Monday last, and now forward to you answers to the 
queries therein mentioned. 

“ In the first place, I feel pleasure to inform you, that the moral conduct of 
the Students of the Queen’s College, Galway, belonging to the Established Church, 
and placed under my care, is highly commendable. Their attendance at church, 
and also the religious weekly instruction given by me, are both regular and uniform; 
and here I would remark, that the attendance of the Students at the religious 
instruction cannot be too highly estimated, as being located in private houses, and 
not in the licensed boarding-houses, they might dispense with this instruction. 

“ The course of religious instruction which I have marked out for the Students 
under my care, with the sanction of the Bishop of Tuam, is a catechetical exami- 
nation once a week on a portion of the Bible, so that during the term of three 
years the Students may get acquainted with the leading portions of the Word of 
God. Each examination is generally accompanied with a Lecture on the portion 
of Scripture under examination, by which means the moral and doctrinal features 
of that portion of Scripture is more fully and forcibly impressed on their minds. 

“ For the present, I have selected the Church as the most suitable and fit place 
to give religious instruction, as hitherto no arrangements have been made to 
allocate a hall in the college for religious uses. In addition to the above duties, 
I visit the lodging-houses where the Students reside; and make inquiries as to their 
hours and conduct, and from every information I can gather, as well as from my 
own observations and knowledge, I can favourably report both as to their religious 
and moral conduct ; and without over-magnifying the office of the Deans of 
Residences, I consider and verily believe its importance and utility cannot be too 
highly over-rated and esteemed, as I trust, through the instrumentality of the Deans 
of Residence, both religious and moral principles will be infused into the hearts 
and minds of the Students, by which alone the advantage and benefit of that 
extensive and general cause of education given by the learned professors shall 
be enhanced and appreciated. 

“ I am, &c. 

(signed) “ John Treanor , 

Dean of the Queen’s College, Galway.” 

“ Edward Berwick, Esq., 

8c c. &c. &c.” 
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The Reverend Mr. Adair, the Presbyterian Dean of Residences, states: — 

“ My dear Sir, Manse, Galway, 3 April 1850. 

“ I Have got only seven Students in my Episcopate ; however,! am happy to report 
of these that, so far as I have known, their conduct has been proper and becoming ; 
indeed I can add with respect to some, that it has been most exemplary. A few 
suffered in health at the beginning of the session, the result of the change and 
the pressure of duties; they did not wait so regularly upon my teaching; their 
health, however, is recovered, and their attendance marked by a corresponding 
improvement. 

ki There is but one exception to the above, one who has not shown that punctu- 
ality I could desire; his name is ; but his irregularity may be in some 

degree attributed to his overload of business. 

“ I am, &c. 

(signed) “ William Adair' 1 

In conclusion, I beg to say, that the Students are pursuing their collegiate 
studies with the most, exemplary perseverance, and to the entire satisfaction of the 
several Professors engaged in their instruction. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Edward Berwick, President. 



REPORT of the President of the Queen’s College, Cork, to the 
Lord Lieutenant. 

__ , Stephen’s Green, Queen’s College, Cork, 

My Lord, 21 June 1850. 

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of Sir Thomas Redington’s letter, expressing 
your Excellency’s deep anxiety that every possible means should be taken to o-ive 
the greatest effect to the provisions for securing moral and religious discipline 
among the Students of the Queen’s College in Cork, and conveying your Ex- 
c-ellencys desire to be informed as to the arrangements made by the several Deans 
of Residences for supervising discipline and affording religious instruction to the 
students oi the boarding-houses. 

I have now the honour to report, that since the opening of the College in Cork, 
die several Deans of Residences, of the Roman Catholic, the Established, and the 
Presbyterian Churches respectively, have been occupied in zealous and effective 
discharge of the important duties of their offices. 

■ Dunn /.f e earll f r portion of, the session these duties were limited to the super- 
vision of the moral conduct and religious observance of the Students of their 
respective creeds, resident m licensed boarding-houses, and the conduct of the 
young men m those respects was reported to me by the several Deans to be most 
excellent and creditable. During the last term, the Deans of Residences have been 
however, further occupied with the delivery of special courses of religious instruct 
nrenare‘ 1C Thed n f ™ Excellenc y’ s suggestion, I requested those officers to 
fnnn P ' 1 ,7 of these conrses of religious instruction, although devolving 

time W f Sp • n ea " S considerabla mental labour and occupying much 

time 1 as been carried on without interruption weekly to the end of the sessions 
and although attendance was not declared compulsory on any but the Students 
residen m licensed boardmg-liou.es. yet my recommendation to the general body 
of Students to attend the lectures delivered by the Deans of Residences of thei^ 
respective churches was almost universally complied with, and these reverend 

fuHvtW zeT eX P!| e f Sed t0 nie the satisfaction they derived from finding how 
fully then zeal and labours were appreciated and reciprocated by their clasfes 

of „r », .„i"xsr • Jisifs 

large 
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large majority being Roman Catholic rendered the duties of the Reverend Mr. 
O’Connor necessarily more onerous and responsible than in the other cases. 

I beg finally to report to your Excellency the admirable conduct and good 
feeling of the Students during the past session ; and the several Deans of Re- 
sidences have communicated to me the satisfaction they derived from observing 
the cordial harmony which existed among the young men of their respective 
classes, in collegiate intercourse, whilst their attention to their several religious 
duties was full and satisfactory. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Robert Kane, 

President Queen’s College, Cork. 
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